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Jāzeps Vītols Latvian Academy of Music 

Admissions Regulations 

for the Education, Teaching and Sport field 

of study 

level-one vocational higher education study programme and 

vocational bachelor’s study programme 

For the 2022/2023 academic year 
 

Issued based on 

Section 46, Part 2 of the Law on Higher 

Education Institutions 

 

Approved 

at the Jāzeps Vītols Latvian Academy of Music 

Senate meeting of 27 October 2021; minutes No 9 

I. General provisions 
 

1. These admissions regulations (‘Regulations’) determine the requirements, criteria 

and procedure for the admission of students to the Jāzeps Vītols Latvian Academy of 

Music (JVLMA) level-one vocational higher education study programme and 

vocational bachelor’s study programme in the Education, Teaching and Sport field 

of study. 

2. These Regulations were prepared in accordance withSections 45, 46, 47, 52, 83, 83.¹ 

and 85 of the Law on Higher Education Institutions, Section 3 and 12 of the Education 

Law, the JVLMA Constitution, Cabinet Regulations governing the requirements, 

criteria and procedure for admissions to study programmes. 

3. JVLMA is prohibited from providing any direct or indirect advantages to any 

individuals as part of admitting them to its study programme, an action that violates 

the JVLMA admissions regulations, other laws and regulations, as well as general 

legal principles. 

4. These Regulations constitute the first part of the study programme admission 

regulations; the second part is the scope of admissions exam requirements approved 

by the JVLMA Senate. 

5. Admissions to the study programme are handled by an Admissions Board established 

by JVLMA in accordance with the statute approved by the JVLMA Senate.  

6. Any matters pertaining to admissions that are not governed by these regulations are 

decided on by the Admissions Board. 

7. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions set in place in the country, the Admissions Board 

may decide to arrange remote additional-requirement and admissions examinations.  

8. JVLMA does not provide student candidates with accommodations. 

9. In order for a person who is a candidate for admission to the study programme to be able 

to register for the studies and to take the additional requirement or admissions exam, the 

person must comply with the epidemiological requirements for preventing the spread of 

COVID-19 set for students by the laws and regulations of the Republic of Latvia, in order 

for the person to be able to engage in full-time in-person studies as part of the study 

programme. If the person does not meet these requirements, or if during the admissions 

it is discovered that the person does not meet these requirements, the person is rejected 

from the competition and is not repaid the registration fee. 
 

II. Admission to a study programme requires prior education 
 

10.  Admission to level-one vocational higher education study programme and vocational 

bachelor study programme requires general or vocational secondary education. 
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III. Centralised exams that must be taken for the admission to the vocational 

bachelor study programmes 
 

11. To be admitted to a level-one vocational higher education study programme, and 

vocational bachelor study programme at JVLMA, candidates must take centralised 

exams in Latvian, Mathematics and Foreign Language. 

 

For persons who gained their education prior to 2004, or those who got their education 

abroad, or people with special needs, are not required to take the centralised exams. 

The procedure for the admission of individuals who did not take centralised exams is 

defined in Section 18.1 of these Regulations. 

 

IV. Additional requirements for the level-one vocational higher education 

study programme and vocational bachelor’s study programme 

12. In order to determine the candidates’ level of professional preparation for beginning 

their studies in a JVLMA level-one vocational higher education study programme, 

and vocational bachelor study programme, all candidates must take additional 

requirements exams, in accordance with the requirements set by the Council of Higher 

Education. 

 

12.1. Additional requirements for admissions to the level-one vocational higher 

education study programme Vocational-Oriented Education and Interest 

Education Music, Dance and Art Teacher 

12.1.1. Music Teacher sub-programme 

specialisations — piano, accordion, violin, viola, cello, double bass, kokle, 

guitar, flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, saxophone, French horn, trombone, 

euphonium, tuba, percussion teacher, music theory and literature teacher 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability;  

 playing the instrument (piano in the Music Theory and Literature Teacher 

specialisation); 

 colloquium covering the instrument (piano in the Music Theory and Literature 

Teacher specialisation); 

 colloquium in music literature and theory (solfege, harmony, form) 
 

12.1.2. Dance Teacher sub-programme 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability;  

 dance demonstration; 

 demonstration of rhythm sense; 

 colloquium on dance. 
 

12.1.3. Art Teacher sub-programme 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability;  

 combination special examination in drawing, painting and composition; 

 colloquium on art history. 
 

12.2. Additional requirements for admission to the vocational bachelor study 

programme 

Music, Theatre Arts, Dance, Visual Arts teacher, 

12.2.1. Music and Culture Teacher sub-programme, 

12.2.1.1.  specialisations: General Education Music Teacher and General Education 

Music and Culture Teacher 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability;  

 colloquium on current events and issues in choir music; conducting, singing and 

playing piano; 

 colloquium in music literature and theory (solfege, harmony, form) 
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12.2.1.2.  specialisations: 

Vocational Education Music Teacher/ piano, accordion, violin, viola, cello, double 

bass, kokle, guitar, flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, saxophone, French horn, 

trombone, euphonium, tuba, percussion teacher 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability;  

 playing the instrument (piano in the Music Theory and Literature Teacher 

specialisation); 

 colloquium covering the instrument (piano in the Music Theory and Literature 

Teacher specialisation); 

 colloquium in music literature and theory (solfege, harmony, form) 

12.2.1.3. specialisation: 

Vocational Education Music Teacher/Music Theory and Literature Teacher 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability; 

 music literature; 

 solfege; 

 music theory (harmony, polyphony, musical form). 

12.2.1.4. specialisation: 

Vocational Education Music/Pop and Jazz Music Teacher/Jazz Instrument Teacher 

(name of the instrument in question)/Jazz Singing Teacher 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability; 

 jazz instrument/vocal performance; 

 colloquium on jazz music; 

 colloquium in music literature and theory. 

12.2.1.5. specialisation: 

Vocational Education Music/Academic Singing Teacher 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability; 

 singing (academic singing); 

 colloquium on vocal music; 

 colloquium in music literature and theory (solfege, harmony, form) 

12.2.1.6. specialisation: 

Vocational Education Music/Choir Conducting Teacher 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability; 

 choir conducting; 

 colloquium on choir conducting and piano 

 colloquium on music literature and theory (solfege, harmony, form) 

12.2.1.7. specialisation: 

Vocational Education Music Teacher/Sound Engineering Teacher 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability; 

 colloquium on music theory; 

 colloquium on music literature, solfege and piano. 

 

12.2.2. Dance and Culture Teacher sub-programme, 

specialisation: vocational-oriented education and interest education dance and 

culture studies teacher 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability;  

 dance demonstration; 

 demonstration of rhythm sense; 

 colloquium on dance. 

12.2.3. Art and Culture Teacher sub-programme, 

specialisation — general education visual arts and culture studies teacher 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability;  
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 combination special suitability examination - in drawing, painting, and 

composition; 

 colloquium on art history. 

12.2.4. Theatre and Culture Teacher sub-programme, 

specialisation — general education and interest education theatre and culture 

studies teacher 

 Stage speech exam: reading a piece of prose or a poem by heart;  

 Potential theatre skill exam: creative tasks in acting and directing, including an 

exam for cooperation, communication and management skills; 

 colloquium for determining the teacher’s professional suitability and 

examining the knowledge of culture. 

 

V. Admissions to study programmes 

 

13. The dates for the registration of candidates (acceptance of documents) for enrolment 

in level-one vocational higher education study programme, and vocational bachelor 

study programmes are published within three days after the adoption of Cabinet 

Regulation ‘On the initial dates for the registration and enrolment of candidates in 

universities and colleges in 2022’. 

14. When registering for the studies, the candidate for admissions to the study programme 

provides information about the study programme/sub-programme/specialisation of 

their choice to the JVLMA registration officer. The candidate must produce a passport 

or an ID card, produce originals of the documents certifying prior education, submit 

copies of these documents, and present and submit any other documents required in 

the admissions regulations, or additional requirements for the examinations. The 

candidate must submit a 3x4 cm photograph and pays an admissions management fee 

of EUR 35, transferring this amount to the JVLMA bank account. The registration 

officer files the information received in the LAIS database, and after the registration, 

prints the application out from the database, asking the candidate to review the 

contents of the application and to sign it.  

If the person received the document certifying their education abroad, the person’s 

application must include a statement by the Academic Information Centre about what 

Latvian-issued education document is equivalent to the document issued abroad. All of 

the submitted documents must be prepared in Latvian. 

14.1. Candidates documents confirming their completion of secondary education, 

with a general secondary education diploma and a transcript of academic 

performance, or a vocational secondary education diploma and a transcript of 

academic performance. 

 

Individuals who completed their secondary education in 2004 and later must also submit 

a copy of their general secondary education certificate, demonstrating that they 

successfully passed exams in Latvian, Mathsand 1),2) Foreign Language. 
1)A certificate or a document issued by an international testing body stating the person’s 

score in a foreign language exam if the centralised exam in the foreign language is 

replaced with an exam conducted by that body. 
2) With their application, the foreign candidate must enclose a document issued within 

the last five years by an international testing body stating that the foreign candidates 

has a level of at least B2 in the language of teaching for the study programme. This 

document need not be enclosed if the foreign candidate received their secondary or 

higher education in the language of teaching of the study programme in question. 
(Cabinet Regulation 749, 27.11.2018 version) 

 

Instead of a centralised exam certificate, individuals who gained their secondary 

education prior to 2004, individuals who gained their secondary education abroad, 

https://likumi.lv/ta/id/303491-grozijumi-ministru-kabineta-2006-gada-10-oktobra-noteikumos-nr-846-noteikumi-par-prasibam-kriterijiem-un-kartibu-uznemsanai-stu.
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and individuals with special needs must submit documents that demonstrate their 

grades in the final secondary education exams in Latvian, Mathematics and Foreign 

Language, whereby the grade must not be lower than 5 (‘average’) on the 10-grade 

scale, or 3 (‘average’) on the 5-grade scale. 

Individuals who completed their secondary education after 2004, but did not take 

centralised exams, submit a statement by the head of the corresponding secondary or 

vocational secondary school certifying that the centralised exams were not taken for a 

good reason. Instead of a centralised exam certificate, such individuals must submit 

documents that demonstrate their grades in the final secondary education exams in 

Latvian, Mathematics and Foreign Language, whereby the grade must not be lower than 

5 (‘average’) on the 10-grade scale, or 3 (‘average’) on the 5-grade scale. 

 

15. Competition for enrolment in study programmes: 

15.1. In order to select the candidates that best suit its study programmes, JVLMA 

conducts an open and fair competition. 

15.1.1. the competition takes place as follows: 

1) for persons who gained their secondary education in 2004 and later: on the basis 

of the results of the centralised exams and the results of the additional-

requirements exams; 

2) for persons who gained their education prior to 2004, or those who got their 

education abroad, or people with special needs, or people who gained their 

education after 2004, but did not take centralised exams for a good reason: on 

the basis the results of final exams in Latvian, Mathematics, Foreign Language 

(the grades are shown in the documents submitted instead of the copy of the 

exam certificate and showing the results of the final examinations), and on the 

basis of the results of the additional-requirements exams; 

16. Based on the results for the requirements set in the first and second items of Section 

13.1.1, the competition takes place in the following target groups: 

 

16.1. level-one vocational higher education study programme 

Vocational-Oriented Education and Interest Education Music, Dance and Art 

Teacher 

16.1.1. the competition for the Music Teacher sub-programme takes place with 

two target groups: 

1) for the specialisations — piano, accordion, violin, viola, cello, double bass, 

kokle, guitar, flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, saxophone, French horn, trombone, 

euphonium, tuba, percussion teacher, music theory and literature teacher, a joint 

competition takes place; 

2) for the Music Theory and Literature Teacher specialisation a joint competition 

takes place 

16.1.2. the competition for the Dance Teacher sub-programme takes place with 

a single target group; 

16.1.3. the competition for the Art Teacher sub-programme takes place with a 

single target group; 

 

16.2. in the Music, Theatre Arts, Dance, Visual Arts Teacher vocational bachelor 

study programme 

16.2.1. the competition for the Music and Culture Teacher sub-programme 

takes place with the following target groups: 

16.2.1.1. in the General Education Music Teacher and General Education Music and 

Culture Teacher specialisations,  the competition takes place with a single target 

group; 

16.2.1.2. in the specialisations of Vocational and Vocational-Oriented Education 

Teacher (piano, accordion, violin, viola, cello, double bass, kokle, guitar, 

flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, saxophone, French horn, trombone, 
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euphonium, tuba, percussion teacher, the competition takes place with a 

single target group; 

16.2.1.3. in the Vocational Education Music Teacher/Music Theory and Literature 

Teacher specialisation, the competition takes place with a single target 

group;  

16.2.1.4. the competition for the Vocational Education Music/Pop and Jazz Music 

Teacher/Jazz Instrument Teacher (name of the instrument in question), Jazz 

Singing Teacher specialisation takes place with a single target group; 

16.2.1.5. the competition for the Vocational Education Music/Academic Singing 

Teacher specialisation takes place with a single target group; 

16.2.1.6. the competition for the Vocational Education Music/Choir Conducting 

Teacher specialisation takes place with a single target group; 

16.2.1.7. the competition for the Vocational Education Music/Sound Engineering 

Teacher specialisation takes place with a single target group; 

16.2.2. the competition for the Dance and Culture Teacher sub-programme takes 

place with the following target groups: 

16.2.2.1.  specialisation: Vocational-Oriented Education and Interest 

Education Dance and Culture Studies Teacher 

16.2.3. Art and Culture Teacher sub-programme, 

16.2.3.1. in the specialisation General Education Visual Arts and Culture Studies 

Teacher, the competition takes place with a single target group; 

16.2.4. Theatre and Culture Teacher sub-programme, 

16.2.4.1. in the specialisation General Education and Interest Education Theatre 

and Culture Studies Teacher, the competition takes place with a single target 

group; 
 

17. The dates for additional-requirements exams the studies are published within three days 

after the adoption of Cabinet Regulation ‘On the initial dates for the registration and 

enrolment of candidates in universities and colleges in 2022’. 

17.1. The examinations are evaluated by the examination boards approved by the rector 

of JVLMA. 

17.2. The list of consultations and examination schedule are published on the website 

of JVLMA, at www.jvlma.lv. 

17.3. The scope of the additional-requirements examinations to test the suitability 

and vocational compliance of the candidates matches the graduation 

requirements for Music, Dance or Art vocational secondary education 

programmes. In the Theatre and Culture Teacher sub-programme, the scope of 

additional requirements for candidates includes the competences necessary to 

determine the candidates’ general and professional suitability for studying in the 

fields of theatre, culture and teaching. 

17.4. Based on the evaluations by the examination boards, the Admissions Board 

collects and approves the results of the competition in accordance with the set 

criteria. 

17.5. Competition criteria: 

having collected the candidate results based on the requirements of Sections 15.6.1, 

15.6.2 and 15.6.3, the Admissions Board ranks them based on the following criteria: 

17.5.1. centralised exam results for persons who gained their secondary education in 

2004 or later; persons who gained their secondary education prior to 2004, or 

those who got their education abroad, or people with special needs, or people 

who gained their education after 2004, but did not take centralised exams for a 

good reason: the results of final exams in Latvian, Mathematics, Foreign 

Language are ranked by assigning a score of 1 or 0 (whereby 1 is a passing 

grade, and 0 is a failing grade that prevents enrolment to JVLMA) 

17.5.2. the results of the colloquium to determine the teaching profession suitability 

are evaluated and ranked using a score of 1 (pass) or 0 (fail, which prevents the 
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candidate from admission to JVLMA); 

17.5.3. the results of the other additional-requirements exams are ranked from the 

highest result to the lowest, based on a score equal to the average of the exam 

scores (using a scale of 10). If two or more candidate have the same score for the 

criterion specified in Section 15.6.3, then their ranking is based on the highest 

score in one of the exams. 

17.5.4. Given the results of the ranking procedure, the competition takes place 

broken down into target groups, based on the corresponding student quotas. The 

JVLMA Admissions Board determines the quotas within a week after the end of 

every academic year. If during the admissions, there is no demand for any 

specific study programme target groups announced by JVLMA, the 

corresponding quotas may be moved to other target groups, as part of the 

competition. 

18. The Admissions Board collects and assesses the results of the admissions exams, and 

announces the results of the competition no later than three days after the final day of 

the exams. 

19. Based on the decision of the Admissions Board for the admission of candidates, 

JVLMA notifies the candidates of the deadlines for concluding their study 

agreements on the day the results are announced. 

20. Once the candidate signs the study agreement with JVLMA, the candidate is enrolled 

in the study programme subject to the rector’s order.  

VI. Availability of information about admissions 

 
21. The secretary of the JVLMA Admissions Board provides information about admissions 

to the study programme. 

22. JVLMA prepares, approves and publishes (also on its website, at www.jvlma.lv) the 

admissions regulations and the scope of the admissions exams for the next academic 

year by 1 November each year. 

VII. Appeals procedure 

 

23. Candidates who find violations in the additional-requirement exam procedure or 

admissions procedure may submit a written appeal to that effect on the day of the 

examination in question. The candidate submits the complaint (addressed to the 

chairman of the Admissions Board) to the secretary of the Admissions Board whose 

registers it, and hands it over to the chairman of the Admissions Board for review. The 

Admissions Board provides a reply to the candidate’s application on the day after the 

appeal is received. 

24. The decision of the admissions board concerning competition results may be contested 

by submitting a complaint to the rector of JVLMA within three days after the 

announcement of the competition results. 

25. The decision of the rector of JVLMA may be contested in the manner prescribed in 

the Administrative Procedure Law. 

26. A person that claims their right to admission to a study programme may require, in 

the manner prescribed in the Administrative Procedure Law, that the JVLMA 

decision about its refusal to admit that person is prepared in writing. 

 

 

 
Senate chairman professor Normunds Vīksne  


